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Welcome to the School of  
education and communication!

E Va  B J Ö R c K - Å K E S S o N ,  
D E a N  a N D  P Ro f E S S o R

The School of Education and communica-
tion is young and vibrant, and it is generally 
referred to by the Swedish abb reviation, 
HLK. our aim is to offer our students a high 
academic excellence with innovative learning 
in a creative study environment.

our university accords well with the 
spirit of this part of Sweden where creativ-
ity, enthusiasm and an entrepreneurial spirit 
have gone hand-in-hand for centuries. The 
oldest factories here were founded more 
than 300 years ago and have developed 
to today’s modern industrial plants. our 
university library, which is located in a 
converted factory building, is a reminder of 

that tradition. collaboration with the local 
community, businesses, commerce and the 
public sectors is vital in order to ensure a 
higher standard of education.

Just as it is important for us to give our 
students the opportunity to study abroad, 
it is equally important for us to welcome 
 students and professors from other 
countries to our university. This creates 
an international study environment with 
many exciting prospects for our exchange 
students. 

It is my hope that your stay with us will 
be enjoyable and that you will receive great 
intellectual stimulation. at the same time, I 

hope you will take the many opportunities 
to enjoy both the beautiful city of Jönköping 
and the peaceful Swedish countryside 
surrounding us. 

Warm welcome to the School of 
Education and communication and enjoy 
the experience of a lifetime!

Eva Björck–Åkesson
Ph. D – Professor and Dean
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Welcome to  
JÖnKÖPinG uniVeRSitY…
Jönköping University has an extensive exchange programme with some 350 partner 
universities around the world. It is one of the leading universities in Sweden in the 
scope of its international student exchange. The campus is strongly international in its 
orientation and altogether there are 12,000 students, of which 1,300 are international 
students from 72 countries.
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…AND A VERY SPECIAL WELCOME TO HLK!

the School of Education and communication (hlK) is one of four 
schools within Jönköping university.

the school offers its 5,000 students a high academic excellence 
in its modern, creative and international study environment, in 
a building designed for learning and communication. all facili-
ties are well equipped with the latest technology which creates a 
productive atmosphere. 

in Jönköping there are plenty of things to do when you need a 

break from your studies. Students have all the amenities necessary 
for a comfortable life: modern housing, beautiful study halls, parks 
and entertainment are all within walking distance. 

the university guarantees accommodation to all exchange 
students and provides a pick-up service on arrival. We also organize 
an introduction week for all new students where they have the 
opportunity to get important information about their studies and 
also to participate in social and cultural activities.
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Jönköping University (JU) is one of three Swedish private, 

non-profit institutions of higher education with the right 

to award doctorates. JU operates on the basis of an 

agreement with the Swedish Government and conforms 

to national degree regulations and quality requirements. 

The university is organized as a group of companies with 

five subsidiaries – four schools and a service company – 

owned by Jönköping University foundation.

RESEARCH AND EDuCATION ARE 

CARRIED  OuT AT:

Jönköping International Business School

School of Education and communication 

School of Engineering 

School of Health Sciences
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leaRninG foR 
tomoRRoW’S challenGeS
The School of Education and Communication offers four undergraduate programmes which 
lead to a Bachelor’s degree: Teacher Education, Media and Communication Sciences, Inter-
national Work and Human Resource Management. There are also Master and Doctoral 
programmes. Although all programmes are primarily taught in Swedish, there are many 
exciting elective courses taught in English offered to exchange students.

ABCDE F G H I J
K L M NO PQRS
T U V X YZ
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 90

teacheR 
education 
Several different teacher education degrees are offered at the 
School of Education and communication. Students can obtain 
a degree in pre-school education, primary school education and 
single subject education. the degree in primary school education 
allows for three areas of specializations: the first one is aimed at 
pre-school level and the first three years of primary school, the 
second one is for those who would like to teach grades 4–6 and 
lastly for those who wish to work in after-school care. those who 
choose to obtain a degree in single subject education may choose 
between two areas of specialization: one is aimed for teachers of 
grades 7–9 and the other is for those wishing to work at an upper 
secondary school level. 

inteRnational WoRK 
international Work majoring in Global Studies is offered as one of two options. 
one option is a two-year programme at university level, and the other is a three-
year programme leading to a Bachelor’s degree. the programme focuses on the 
relationships between people, as well as people’s relationship to the world with 
issues such as democracy, sustainable development and cultures included in the 
studies. the programme prepares students to work internationally in areas such 
as foreign aid, international development, peace and conflict resolution or with 
international trade and commerce. 
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human ReSouRce  
manaGement 
in today’s world of business, the ability to manage people is crucial. the human Resource 
management programme is a three year programme that leads to a Bachelor’s degree.  
the programme gives students broad knowledge in the area of human resources including 
communication, competence development, social psychology and leadership. it prepares 
students to work both within the public and the private sectors. the programme has an 
international perspective which, combined with a practical approach including internships, 
gives students a degree that will equip them well for future employment both nationally  
and also internationally.

media and  
communication  
ScienceS 
the media and communication Sciences programme has a strong 
international perspective and students have good opportunities to study 
and do internships abroad. the programme prepares students with both 
theoretical and practical foundations in the area of media and communi-
cations. the media and communication Sciences programme offers three 
different areas of specialisation: organizational communication, Public 
Relations/marketing and media Production. the programme requires 
three years of studies and leads to a Bachelor of Social Science. 

?? ? ?? ? ?
?

?
?? ?

Fast

PositiveTeam spirited

Multilingual

Flexible

Experienced

couRSeS offeRed  
in enGliSh
the School of Education and communication offers a number of exciting 
courses in English where exchange students and Swedish students are 
integrated, thus ensuring a global perspective on their studies. informa-
tion about these courses can be found at www.hlk.ju.se.

all courses are 7.5 EctS credits unless otherwise noted.  fulltime 
studies at the School of  Education and communication consists of a study 
load of 30 EctS credits per semester.

to give exchange students as good a start as possible, they are offered 
an intensive Swedish language course for beginners at the commencement 
of their stay.
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the Student  
union
the Student union strives to make the time that students spend at 
the university both meaningful and exciting. there are a number of 
student associations within Jönköping’s Student union, including 
different sporting groups, a choir and a radio station.

the international association (ia) is a part of the Student union 
and they arrange events such as dinners and trips around Sweden 
and Europe. You will get the opportunity to visit the ice hotel in 
the north of Sweden or go on a moose safari. or why not explore the 
norwegian fjords together with your new international friends? 

admiSSionS and 
aPPlicationS
all students must fulfil the general admissions requirements as well 
as all specific admission requirements for the courses in order to be 
admitted to the School of Education and communication.

EXCHANGE STuDENTS

to apply to the School of Education and communication, please con-
tact the international office at your university for further information.

application deadline for the autumn semester is may 25 and for 
the spring semester, november 15.

PREREQuISITES

General prerequisites for all exchange students are as follows:
– one year of completed studies at university level.
– fluency in English equivalent to a 550 toEfl-score.

tuition feeS
all Swedish universities have introduced tuition fees for students 
coming to study from outside the Eu/EEa/Switzerland.

Students who are not required to pay tuition fees are:
–  Students coming from any country within the Eu/EEa/ 

Switzerland.
–  Exchange students from all countries coming to Sweden from one 

of hlK’s partner universities.



according to alicia, not many people 
in canada know that much about 
Europe or Sweden. this is one of the 

reasons why she decided to come here.
– i wanted to see what it was all about, 

alicia explains. not many people from my part 
of the world get to live in Europe at the age of 
20, so it makes me stand out from the other 
students back home. 

meeting some friendly Swedish exchange 
students at her home university helped to put 
alicia’s nerves at rest about coming to Sweden. 
her time here so far has been full of positive 
experiences. 

– Everyone is really friendly and helpful. 
the buses and transport systems are very con-
venient and everything in town is close. Sweden 
is an eco-friendly country, which i appreciate. 
there aren’t as many cars here in Sweden and 
people are more willing to take the bus, ride 
their bikes or walk. i also love the meatballs 
from iKEa and the Ballerina cookies.

When asked what she thinks about 
Jönköping, alicia says that she has fallen for the 
charms of a city that is small, quaint and cosy.

– Jönköping is smaller than my home city, 
which gives it a very familiar feel. i love the 
centre of town – the lights, the bridge. it’s 
the exact picture of Europe that you see in the 
movies.

alicia describes the atmosphere at hlK as 
laidback and the people as open and willing 
to learn new things. the facilities are modern 
which has made it easy for her to be productive 
with her studies. alicia believes that her time 
in Jönköping will be a great advantage in her 
future career.

– What i like about being together with 
people from so many different nationalities 
is that i learn a little bit about many unique 
cultures. We live in a globalized world and it’s 
useful to develop a better understanding about 
people from different cultures. 

travelling overseas is not only an adventure to 
be remembered for life, but it also has many 
benefits. during her time in Sweden, alicia has 
learnt a lot about herself.

– i’m much more open and i’ve learnt not 
to stress so much. if you take things one step at 
a time, it’s never as bad as it seems. When you 
travel you get thrown into situations and you 
have to make your way out. i like it when that 
survival instinct kicks in as it makes you realize 
how much you can accomplish if you really try.

from the moment alicia started meeting 
people, and getting to know the country – and 
after the initial culture shock – she has had a 
wonderful time.

– the Swedes are some of the nicest people 
i’ve met and they are really interested in getting 
to know me. i would definitely recommend 
people to study here. come to Jönköping and 
have the experience of a lifetime!

alicia’S dReam came tRue
Alicia Saroli, an exchange student from the University 
of Windsor in Canada, is enjoying her time at the School 
of Education and Communication. She is studying 
communication and has always had a dream of 
studying overseas.



When Rasyid planned his  
trip to Europe he was  
especially interested in  

coming to  Scandinavia. 
– the Swedish music industry is known 

to be one of the largest exporters of music in 
the world and i was drawn to see the music 
scene in Sweden for myself. meeting an 
exchange student from Sweden in Singapore 
helped me make up my mind about coming 
to Sweden, as he was very friendly and 
informative.

Rasyid is glad to be studying at hlK. 
in Singapore both Sweden and finland are 
well respected for their education systems. 
the Jönköping university campus is modern 
with a great ambience and architecture and 
when asked what his impression about hlK 
was, he said:

– there is a good quality of education 
and you have to work hard. the teachers 
are pleasant and approachable, and i find 
it interesting that you call your teachers 
by their first names in Sweden, even at 
university. that is very different to  
Singapore where we have to address our 
teachers more formally.

Rasyid believes that coming to Sweden 
will have a positive effect on his future career.

– By studying here i hope to build 
relationships with people that may be useful 
when i am back home. it would be great 
to develop some type of school exchange 
between the two countries when i start 
working as a teacher.

Singapore and Sweden are two very 
different countries each with their unique 
culture. Since being in Sweden Rasyid has 
experienced a tranquil and quiet pace of 
life in Jönköping, compared to the buzz 
of Singapore where many shops are open 
through the night until the early morning 
hours and many restaurants are open 24 
hours a day. he has even had the opportunity 
to watch his first ice-hockey match at 
Kinnarp’s arena. during the rest of his stay 
in Sweden Rasyid has many exciting plans to 
explore Europe.

– the best part about travelling is being 
able to meet new people, explore new places 
and experience new adventures.

meetinG neW PeoPle, exPloRinG  
neW  PlaceS and exPeRiencinG  
neW  adVentuReS.
Coming to Sweden has been an unforgettable experience for Muhammad Rasyid 
Bin Abdullah from Singapore. It is his first time in Europe and he is studying courses 
within teacher education at the School of Education and Communication.
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SWeden haS WoRKed itS  
WaY into Jamie’S heaRt
Jamie Myers is a guest lecturer from Penn State University 
in the USA. He is also a part of CIRT, a dual-degree pro-
gramme between HLK, the University of Chichester and 
Penn State University that enables teacher students from 
all three countries to study several semesters abroad.

one of the aspects that has impres-
sed Jamie, on his many visits to 
Sweden is the vibrant and stimu-

lating atmosphere at the School of Education 
and communication (hlK). 

– the students and faculty staff are 
friendly and really seem to enjoy working 
and studying in the fabulous building with 
water streams, an atrium, patios and so 
many windows that even though you are 
inside, you feel part of nature outside from 
almost every room.

Jamie was part of the team that designed 
the ciRt programme and currently advises 
the Penn State and Eu students who partici-
pate in the programme. ciRt is a program 
with many advantages, both for the students 
in the programme but also for their home 
universities.

– the key activity in ciRt is the mobi-
lity of students. this means having students 
from hlK and chichester in classes at Penn 
State which is extremely beneficial for the 
local students who cannot travel to Europe. 

during his visits to Sweden, Jamie has 
discovered a delightful charm that has left 
its mark on him.

– on our first visit, my wife Peggy and 
i fell in love with “semla” and bold rich 
coffee. it is wonderful to watch the sunset 
here as the sun seems to move more slowly 
as it sets across the horizon, and i can’t think 
of many holidays that are better than mid-
summer in Sweden.

not only has Sweden worked its way into 
Jamie’s heart, but even the amiable town of 
Jönköping. When asked what he likes most 
about Jönköping, Jamie replies:

– the Saturday morning market is a 
highlight for me in as i can buy so many 
great things at excellent prices. i also enjoy 
lake Vättern and eating at the restaurants 
on the docks. in addition, who would not 
like the excellent bus system and strolling 
down the pedestrian streets in town, stop-
ping for coffee, a beer or a kilo of licorice.

CIRT

cIRT is a successful collaboration between the 

School of Education and communication, Penn 

State University in the USa and the University 

of chichester in England with focus on teacher 

education. The collaboration started in 2006 

and the project is funded by the European 

Union’s atlantic programme.

Jamie Myers, guest lecturer from  
Penn State University in the USA.
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child
child is an international research profile which focuses on interventions, 
participation, learning, health and everyday functioning of children with 
special needs. 

associated with the Swedish institute for disability Research, child 
offers a leading European research programme in disability.

Media and  
CoMMuniCation  

SCienCeS 
media and communication studies is a broad and social scientific/human-
istic research field. it aims at analyzing, explaining and understanding 
mediated communication in terms of its social and cultural prerequisites 
as well as its significance for people, organizations and society. the School 
of Education and communication has three research orientations: 
– digital media: culture, Politics and learning
– media development: Structures and content 
– organizational communication.

LIfELONG 
LEARNING
the research area lifelong learning comprises research within adult 
learning and education, popular education, work-life learning and 
informal learning. the research group is associated to Encell, the national 
centre for lifelong learning hosted by Jönköping university.

School-BaSed  
ReSeaRch and  
development
there has been school based research and development in Sweden since 
the middle of the 1900’s. the field has clear connections to teacher 
education and to the different areas of pedagogic research within the 
school system.

ReSeaRch aReaS 
The School of Education and Communication focuses on innovative learning and communica-
tion in a changing global society. The research profiles in the fields of Education and Media and 
Communication Sciences are of a high quality and are continually developing. Research at the 
School of Education and Communication is organized in four research areas: 

DOCTORAL PROGRAMME – A MuLTIDISCIPLINARY CENTRE

the postgraduate education at the School of Education and communica-
tion started in 2002 and currently involves about 35 research students. 
the doctoral programme focuses on Educational theory and practice, 
media and communication studies and disability studies.

the doctoral programme at the School of Education and communica-
tion is a multidisciplinary centre with the aim to give doctoral students 
a diverse view on the concepts of Education and communication. at the 
same time, the programme aims to give research students a possibility to 
generate in-depth knowledge in the specific subject of study.
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GueSt PRofeSSoRS addinG 
neW PeRSPectiVeS
Having the opportunity to delve into the depths of a subject from a different cultural 
 perspective has a large impact on a person’s life. This is one of the reasons why the School 
of Education and Communication (HLK) strives to be able to connect our students with 
professors from different parts of the world.

torbjörn Broddason from the university of Rey-
kjavik in iceland is one of the guest professors at 
hlK. his research is within the fi eld of media 

and communication, and the media uses and communica-
tion habits of young people in particular. 

– mass media has always fascinated me. With the 
introduction of television in my country, i jumped at the 
opportunity to study certain aspects of this process and 
have not stopped since, explains torbjörn.

torbjörn has visited Sweden countless times over the 
past forty years. he sees Sweden as an idyllic country and 
the Swedish people as highly organized, courteous and 
totally reliable. torbjörn was introduced to Jönköping by 
valued friends and had the opportunity to associate with 
a team of intelligent colleagues which resulted in many 
cherished memories.

– the atmosphere at hlK is ambitious and optimistic 
and the students are open-minded and understanding of 
different cultures. in Jönköping i enjoyed the company of 
many wonderful people but also my solitary walks on the 
peaceful streets where i would fi nd a new house of worship 
on almost every corner.

torbjörn has appreciated the time spent travelling 
to different countries and has learnt invaluable lessons 
through these opportunities.

– travelling to other countries adds a dimension to 
your professional and personal experience. You inevitably 
gain fresh perspectives from the people you meet, both col-
leagues and students, and you return with a more seasoned 
view on your work. You become a better teacher as well as 
a better researcher. my memories of my time at hlK are 
strong and when i come across procedures and practices in 
the academic world that could be improved i very often 
fi nd myself making a comparison with the standards that i 
observed in Jönköping.
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…and eSPeciallY Welcome to JÖnKÖPinG.

Welcome  
to SWeden…
Sweden is situated in the north of Europe. It is the largest country in Scandinavia with its 9 
million inhabitants. The countryside varies from forests in the north to open agriculture areas in 
the south. The Swedish people are described as open-minded and friendly.

Jönköping is situated by lake Vättern.  it is about a 90 minute journey 
by car from Gothenburg and three hours from Stockholm, the capital 
of Sweden.

it is the tenth largest city in Sweden and has a population of approx-
imately 127,000 inhabitants. in Jönköping you will find most things 
“around the corner”. there are many cafés, pubs and restaurants where 
you can meet up with friends and explore the Swedish “fika” culture. 

the university is located in the city centre where you will find eve-
rything from pedestrian streets lined with shops to the long sandy 
beaches of lake Vättern. take the opportunity to explore the many mu-
seums and churches and experience the many different musical, artistic 
and theatrical activities that Jönköping has to offer. Jönköping is also 
surrounded by beautiful countryside that is easily within reach. 
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contact  
infoRmation
if you have any inquiries, please contact the 
i nternational office at the School of Education  
and communication.

E-maIL 

intoff@hlk.hj.se

PHoNE 

+46 (0)36 10 10 00

fax 

+46 (0)36 16 25 85

WEBSITE 

www.hlk.ju.se

PoSTaL aDDRESS

School of Education and communication
P.o. Box 1026
SE-551 11 Jönköping
Sweden

VISITING aDDRESS UNIVERSITY camPUS 
Gjuterigatan 5, Building h, Jönköping



See You heRe!
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